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Overview of presentation

1. Progress since 2020 with Community and Council Partnerships

2. Types of greenspace improvements

3. Direction of Project



Working with 

communities in different 

ways

Community partnerships

• Growing Living Greenspaces 

• Perennials for Pollinators

• Wee Forests

• Queen’s Green Canopy

• Private Sector

• Greenspace Project Guidance



Growing Living Greenspaces

Supporting 38 groups across Aberdeenshire planting bulbs, wildflower plugs,

native trees, native shrubs, Scottish heritage fruit trees and bushes on

Aberdeenshire Council Land



Perennials for Pollinators

Offering 60 pollinator friendly herbaceous perennials to groups also receiving 

annual bedding.

86 groups applied in 2023.



Wee Wood in Newburgh



Queen’s Green Canopy in Echt and Strichen



Volunteers and Planting Events



Volunteers and Planting Events



Greenspace Project Guidance

Choose suitable area for 

planting project and draw up 

first plan

Consult with

Landscape Services, 

Aberdeenshire Council, 

Community Council, 

Councillors, Adjacent Houses

To get approval for using land 

Wider community consultation 

on plan including social media 

posts, onsite signage, local 

media, and bulletins.

Review project plan following 

feedback 

Agree planting and 

maintenance plan
Order plants  

Organise planting event  

Create new habitat and space 

for people to enjoy!  



Communications



Working with 

communities in different 

ways

Landscape Services partnerships

• Rangers and Environmental Planners

• Education and Children’s Services

• Housing

• Social Services

• Properties and Facilities

• Transport 

• Area Teams

• Sustainability Champions



Rangers and Environmental Planners



Education and Children’s Services



Housing and Social Services



Properties and Facilities and Transport



Area Team 

Queen’s Green Canopy

Buchan Health and Wellbeing Hub

Climate Ready Strathdon

Sustainability Champions

Monthly catch-ups 

Collaboration across services



Outputs and Inputs

Meadow making

Food growing

Woodland creation

A1 Maps

Strategy and Plans

• Pollinator Action Plan

• Food Growing Strategy

• Road Verges Policy (planting in the road verge)

Monitoring before and after



Outputs and Inputs



Outputs and Inputs



Outputs and Inputs



Greenspaces

Alternative management



Direction

Continuation of partnership building

• New developments and open spaces

• Carbon offset measurement

• No-Mow May / Let it Bloom June

Operational review 

• Timing and type of grass, shrub and hedge cutting for habitat and biodiversity

• Weed control alternatives

• Mapping improvements

• Finance – developing projects for grant funding

• Monitoring – expanding engagement with Rangers, Nesbrec, Nesbip, citizen science 

campaigns, etc.



Thank you

Elizabeth Stanyer

Tajana Telišman Šošić

Greenspace Projects Officers

@greenspaceaberdeenshire

@AberdeenshireGreenspace



We have produced, in partnership with North-East 

Scotland Biodiversity Partnership, a leaflet on managing 
our green spaces:

Further information can be found on the Greenspace page 

of the Council website:

https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/environment/greenspace/

https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/media/25397/managingourgreenspacesforp
eopleandwildlifeleaflet-june2020.pdf


